
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

MUNICIPAL CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Tuesday, November 26, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 

 

The regular meeting of the Design Review Commission was scheduled and held in the Council Chambers 

of the Municipal Center on November 26, 2013. Chairman Saunders called the meeting to order at 6:05 

p.m. requesting the roll call. Ms. Regina Gibson called the roll of the Board and established a quorum:                                                                   

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    
Mr. Keith Saunders, Chairman; Mr. Neil Sherman, Vice Chairman; Mr. Paul Bruns – Secretary; 

Alderman Greg Marcom; Mr. Ralph Smith; Mr. John Walker; Mr. Henry Porter; and Mr. Eric Alter 

   

DEVELOPMENT STAFF PRESENT:   

Mr. Andrew Pouncey, Economic and Development Services Director; Mr. Wade Morgan, Chief Planner; 

Ms. Regina Gibson, Administrative Secretary and Mr. Robert McLean, Attorney 

 

 

1. Approval of Minutes for October 22, 2013 

 

Mr. Sherman moved to approve the Design Review Commission minutes of October 22, 2013, seconded 

by Mr. Alter, with no further comments or discussions. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Alter - Yes; Mr. Bruns – Abstain; Alderman Marcom – Abstain; 

Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Mr. Porter – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Abstain. 

 

MOTION PASSED  

 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated the Commission reviewed the items on tonight's agenda in the Executive 

Session meeting and the following items were added to the Consent Agenda:  

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. Iberia Bank – 7860 Wolf River Blvd. – Request Approval of a Wall-Mounted Tenant 

Identification Sign.  

Mitchell Robinson w/Memphis Sign Erectors - Applicant 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated he would like to remind the Commissioners that voting on all matters on 

the Consent Agenda constitutes an acknowledgement that the member has read and reviewed the 

application materials/plans/staff reports and determines further discussion or presentation of an item is not 

necessary.  He stated if there was anyone in the audience that would like an item pulled, please request so 

at this time, and in seeing none, he asked for a motion.  

 

Mr. Sherman made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as discussed, seconded by Mr. Walker.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Mr. Alter – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Porter – Yes; Mr. 

Smith – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Chairman Saunders - Yes 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

STAFF'S COMMENTS / DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. Iberia Bank – 7860 Wolf River Blvd. – Request Approval of a Wall-Mounted Tenant 

Identification Sign. 

 



BACKGROUND:    The former tenant was Trust One Bank.  The DRC approved signs for that bank on 

October 23, 2007. 

 

DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting approval of a ground-mounted tenant identification sign and 

one wall-mounted signs.  The signs will replace the existing Trust One signs.  The specifics of the request 

are as follows: 

 

GROUND 

SIGN: 

 

Location & 

Height: 

On the Wolf River Blvd. frontage, on the base for the existing sign.  The height of the 

existing sign is 6 ft. from the surrounding grade, oriented perpendicular to Wolf River 

Blvd. 

Message:  

 
 

 

Letter Size: 8 3/8  in. by 6 ft. 4 in -  “iBERIABANK” 

 

Letter Style: Custom font 

Sign Area: 4.19 sq. ft. 

Colors & 

Materials: 

Letters:  Dark 

bronze 

Background:  cream 

Materials: Aluminum 
 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Aluminum letters on dryvitt face (see attached photo) 

Logo: none 

Logo Area: NA 

Lighting: Existing flood light 

Landscaping: Existing  

   

  



 

WALL SIGN: 

Southern Facade 

 

Location & 

Height: 

On the façade facing Wolf River Blvd.    

Message: 

 

Letter Size: 15 in. ht. by 10 ft. 5 in. length 

Letter Style: Custom 

Sign Area: 19.2 sq. ft. 

Colors & 

Materials: 

Letters:  tan 

Background:  Stone building 

Materials: Aluminum letters 

 

 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Aluminum studs 

Logo: none 

Logo Area: NA 

Lighting: LED 

Landscaping: NA 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The proposed signs meet the requirements of the City of Germantown Code of Ordinance concerning 

signs in the “SC-1” shopping center zoning district. 

 

2. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis / Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
PROPOSED MOTION: To approve the request for a sign package for Iberia Bank, located at 7860 Wolf 

River Blvd., subject to staff comments. 

 

 

3. Iberia Bank – 3100 Forest Hill-Irene Rd. – Request Approval of a Wall-Mounted Tenant 

Identification Sign.  

 

BACKGROUND:  3100 Forest Hill-Irene Road is part of Lot 3 of Phase 1 of the Village Shops of Forest 

Hill, approved by the Board of Mayor and Alderman in February 1991.  The structure at 3100 Forest Hill-



Irene was constructed in 1996.  The former tenant was Trust One Bank.  The DRC approved signs for that 

bank on January 27, 2009. 

 

DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting approval of a ground-mounted tenant identification sign and 

two wall-mounted signs.  The signs will replace the existing Trust One signs.  The specifics of the request 

are as follows: 

 

GROUND 

SIGN: 

 

Location & 

Height: 

Near the Forest Hill-Irene Rd./Village Shops intersection.  The height of the sign is 5.5 

ft. from the surrounding grade, oriented perpendicular to Forest Hill-Irene Road. 

Message:  

 
 

 

Letter Size: 9 in. by 6 ft. 4 in -  “iBERIABANK” 

 

Letter Style: Custom font 

Sign Area: 17.5 sq. ft. 

Colors & 

Materials: 

Letters:  blue 

Background:  white 

Materials: Aluminum 
 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Brick Stud-Mounted with Off-White Aluminum Cap to match the colors of the building 

(see attached photo) 

Logo: none 

Logo Area: NA 

Lighting: White LED 

Landscaping: Existing Dwarf English Boxwood and Liriope will be removed as needed for sign 

placement 

   

  



 

WALL SIGN 1: 

West Facade 

 

Location & 

Height: 

On the façade facing Forest Hill-Irene Road, above the drive-through canopy.    

Message: 

 

Letter Size: 15 in. ht. by 10 ft. 5 in. length 

Letter Style: Custom 

Sign Area: 19.2 sq. ft. 

Colors & 

Materials: 

Letters:  blue 

Background:  Cream (canopy 

wall) 

Materials: Aluminum letters 

 

 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Aluminum studs 

Logo: none 

Logo Area: NA 

Lighting: LED 

Landscaping: NA 

 

  



 

WALL SIGN 

2:  East 

building facade 

 

Location & 

Height: 

The sign is located on the east façade of the building, above the customer entrance, 

facing the bank parking lot. 

Message: 

 

Letter Size: 15 in. ht. 

Letter Style: Custom 

Sign Area: 19.2 sq. ft. 

Colors & 

Materials: 

Letters:  blue  

Material: aluminum 

 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Brick Stud-Mounted with Off-White Aluminum Cap to match the colors of the building 

(see attached photo) 

Logo: None 

Logo Area: none 

Lighting: LED 

Landscaping: NA 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The proposed signs meet the requirements of the City of Germantown Code of Ordinance concerning 

signs in the “SC-1” shopping center zoning district. 

 

2. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis / Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for a sign package for Iberia Bank, located at 3100 

Forest Hill-Irene Road, subject to staff comments. 

 

Mr. Mitchell Robinson, w/Memphis Sign Erectors said he didn’t feel the bank would have a problem with 

changing the blue base color to a duranodic bronze, the sign background will be white with the corporate 

blue letters, they will add additional landscaping to help conceal the base and the directional signs would 

also be duranodic bronze with white letters. 

 

After much discussion Chairman Saunders called for a motion. 

 



Mr. Walker moved to approve the request for a sign package for Iberia Bank, located at 3100 Forest Hill-

Irene Road, with changes as discussed and subject to the comments contained in the staff report and 

seconded by Alderman Marcom. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Porter – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Alter – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. 

Sherman – Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

4. Maplewood Planned Unit Development – West Side of Forest Hill-Irene Rd, North of Poplar 

Ave. – Request approval of a Landscape and Fence Plan.  

 

BACKGROUND:    The Maplewood PUD was approved by the Planning Commission on July 2, 2013. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Maplewood PUD is a single family residential development of 35 lots on private streets. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The proposed brick subdivision wall is 6 feet in height, with a 10.5 foot-tall decorative guard 

house.  The height and setback comply with the subdivision entrance feature regulations. 

2. The subdivision identification sign will utilize a decorative sign post near the subdivision 

entrance.  Prior to final DRC approval, the applicant shall provide the dimensions and area of the 

entrance sign blade. 

3. The location of the entrance sign shall be located so as to not interfere with the standard stop sign 

and street name signs. 

 



 



 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
PROPOSED MOTION: To approve the preliminary and final plans for Maplewood PUD, subject to staff 

comments. 

 

Mr. Smith recused himself from this item. 

 

Mr. Doug Baker, w/ETI Corp agreed to extend the sidewalk out farther east of the property in place of the 

proposed rock as shown on the plans.  

 

Mr. Bruns suggested changing the plants that were being used for screening to an evergreen and Mr. 

Baker agreed.  

 

Chairman Saunders called for a motion.  

 

Mr. Bruns moved to approve preliminary and final plan approval for Maplewood PUD, as discussed and 

subject to the comments contained in the staff report and seconded by Mr. Walker. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Porter – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Alter – Yes; Mr. Smith – Recused; Mr. 

Sherman – Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, comments, or questions by the Commission, the Chairman adjourned the 

meeting at 6:40 p.m. 


