
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

MUNICIPAL CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Tuesday, August 28, 2012 

6:00 p.m. 

 

The regular meeting of the Design Review Commission was scheduled and held in the Council Chambers 

of the Municipal Center on August 28, 2012.  Chairman Saunders called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

requesting the roll call.  Ms. Regina Gibson called the roll of the Board and established a quorum:                                                                   

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    
Mr. Keith Saunders, Chairman; Mr. Ralph Smith, Vice Chairman; Mr. Neil Sherman – Secretary; 

Alderman Greg Marcom; Mr. Paul Bruns; Mr. John Walker; Mr. Parker McCaleb; Ms. Robbie Ann 

Pahlow and Mr. Eric Alter 

   

DEVELOPMENT STAFF PRESENT:   

Mr. Andy Pouncey, Economic and Development Services Director; Mr. Wade Morgan, Chief Planner; 

Ms. Regina Gibson, Administrative Secretary and Mr. Robert McLean, Attorney 

 

 

1. Approval of Minutes for July 24, 2012 

 

Mr. Sherman moved to approve the Design Review Commission minutes of July 24, 2012, seconded by 

Mr. McCaleb, with no further comments or discussions. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Alter - Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. 

Smith – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Mr. McCaleb – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated the Commission reviewed the items on tonight's agenda in the Executive 

Session meeting and the following items were added to the Consent Agenda:  

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. Mesquite Chop House – 3165 Forest Hill-Irene Rd – Request Approval of a Wall-Mounted 

Tenant Identification Sign.  

Joey Graves, w/Peck Sign Co. - Representative 

 

b. State Farm, Charles Giordano – 2199 S. Germantown Road – Request Approval of a Ground-

Mounted Tenant Identification Sign.  

 Glen Taylor, w/Chickasaw Signs, Inc. - Applicant 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated he would like to remind the Commissioners that voting on all matters on 

the Consent Agenda constitutes an acknowledgement that the member has read and reviewed the 

application materials/plans/staff reports and determines further discussion or presentation of an item is not 

necessary.  He stated if there was anyone in the audience that would like an item pulled, please request so 

at this time, and in seeing none, he asked for a motion.  

 

Mr. McCaleb made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda, seconded by Mr. Sherman.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Mr. Bruns – Yes; Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. 

McCaleb – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Alter – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Chairman Saunders - Yes 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 



 

STAFF'S COMMENTS / DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. Mesquite Chop House – 3165 Forest Hill-Irene Rd. – Request Approval of a Wall-

Mounted Tenant Identification Sign.  

 

BACKGROUND: The building’s most recent tenant was Equestria restaurant.  A sign for that restaurant 

was approved by the DRC in March, 2001.  Prior to that, the tenant was Saddles Steakhouse.  The 

property was annexed into the City of Germantown in July of 2000.   

 

DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting approval of a wall-mounted tenant identification sign.  The 

specifics of the request are as follows: 

 

SIGN 1: Ground sign 

: Location & 

Height: 

the sign is proposed to be located on the east-facing wall of the building, to the 

right of the main entrance.  The building is 150 feet from Forest Hill-Irene Rd. 

Content: 

 
Colors & Materials:  

Color:  Black letters  

Materials: aluminum  
 

Font: block 

Sign Area: 34.8 sq. ft. 

Logo: none 

 

Logo Area: na 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Individual letters stud-mounted to the fascia board 

Lighting:  Goose neck lamps. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The proposed sign complies with the sign area and location requirements of the sign regulations.   

 

2. Prior to DRC approval, the applicant shall provide information on the number and wattage of the 

goose neck lamps. 

 

3. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis / Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 
 



 



 



 



 
PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for a wall-mounted tenant identification sign for 

Mesquite Chop House, at 3165 Forest Hill-Irene Rd., subject to staff comments. 

 

 

 

 



b. State Farm, Charles Giordano – 2199 S. Germantown Rd – Request Approval of a 

Ground-Mounted Tenant Identification Sign.  

 

BACKGROUND:  The subject property is Lot 4 of the W. H. Drummond’s Subdivision.  W. H. 

Drummond’s Subdivision was approved by the City of Memphis Planning Commission on July 24, 1946 

and the Shelby County Commission on August 2, 1946.  The principal structure on the subject property 

was constructed in 1958.  Recent tenants have included Visual Thunder (office use) and Lost in Paradise 

(retail clothing). 

 

DISCUSSION:  The property fronts on both Germantown Rd. and West St.  The applicant is requesting 

approval of one ground-mounted sign on the Germantown Rd. frontage.  The specifics of the request are 

as follows: 

 

Ground sign 

: Location & 

Height: 

the sign is proposed to be located on the Germantown Rd. frontage, 10 feet behind 

the curb.  The sign is 3 feet, 10 inches in height. 

Content:  

 

Colors & Materials:  

Color:  white background;  text – red and dark brown  

Materials: Sintra sign face, with routed letters; pressure 

treated wood posts  
 

Font: corporate and Times Roman fonts 

Sign Area: 7.6 sq. ft. 

Logo: 

 
Logo Area: 1.4 sq. ft. 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Wood posts in concrete base 

Lighting:  NA 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The proposed sign complies with size and height requirements of the sign regulations.  However, the 

sign must be located 30 feet behind the curb rather than the 10 feet proposed.  That setback places the 

sign immediately in front of the parking area. 

 

2. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis / Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 
 



 



 



 



 



 

 
 



PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for a ground-mounted tenant identification sign for 

Charles Giordano State Farm, at 2199 S. Germantown Rd., subject to staff comments.  

 

3. ProActive Heart and Vascular – 7751 Wolf River Blvd. – Request Approval of a Wall-Mounted 

Tenant Identification Sign.  

 

BACKGROUND:  Welch Realty The Design Review Commission granted site plan approval on April 20, 

1993, and the Planning Commission granted site plan approval on May 4, 1993.  The Board of Mayor and 

Aldermen approved Project Development Contract 952 on May 24, 1993 for the development of the 

Welch Office Building.  The current principal structure was constructed in 1994.  The ground-mounted 

sign was approved by the DRC on September 26, 2006.   

 

DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting approval of a wall-mounted tenant identification sign.  The 

specifics of the request are as follows: 

 

SIGN 1: Ground sign 

: Location & 

Height: 

the sign is proposed to be located on the Wolf River Blvd. frontage, above the 

main customer entrance to the building. 

Content: 

 
Colors & Materials:  

Color:  Red and blue letters 

Materials: acrylic plastic letters  
 

Font: custom font 

Sign Area: 7.7 sq. ft. 

Logo: 

 
Logo Area: 1.5 sq. ft. 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Letters are stud mounted to the building facade 

Lighting:  NA 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The building is allowed a total of 43 sq. ft. of signs.  The existing Welch Realty ground sign is 6 sq. 

ft. in area, leaving 37 sq. ft. for a wall sign(s).    

 

2. According to the tenant, the main customer entrance leads to ProActive Heart and Vascular, which 

entitles them to a wall sign above the entrance.  The remaining tenants use other entrances. 

 

3. There are three bronze wall plaques to the left and right of the main entrance identifying Biomed 

LLC, Sowards and Associates and Welch Realty.  Staff cannot find records of approval of those 

plaques.  Prior to DRC approval, the applicant shall provide the sizes of those signs. 

 

4. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis / Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 



 



 



 



 

EXISTING GROUND SIGN 

 

EXISTING WALL SIGNS 



There was substantial discussion of the size and placement of the wall plaque and which tenants used 

which entrance. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for a wall-mounted tenant identification sign for Pro-

Active Heart and Vascular at 7751 Wolf River Blvd., subject to staff comments. 

 

TABLED BY APPLICANT 

 

4. McVay Station Offices – 2231 McVay Road – Request Approval of Modifications to an 

Approved Plan.  

 

BACKGROUND:  On February 22, 2005, the Design Review Commission (DRC) approved a variance 

from the required pervious/impervious ratio for the proposed office development.  The DRC approved a 

pervious/impervious ratio of 46.2% / 53.8% as opposed to the required 55% / 45% for property in “O-G” 

zoning districts.  On September 6, 2005, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the site 

plans.  The DRC approved the final plan on September 27, 2005.   

 

DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting approval of the following modifications to the approved plan 

(the area of each modification is highlighted on the attached Proposed Plan): 

1. Modify the building setback from McVay Road from 40 ft. to 20 ft. 

2. Modify the building setback from the south property line from 30 ft. to 20 ft. 

3. Modify the building setback from north property line from 20 ft. to 15 ft. 

4. Provide a second access drive to the office building to the north.  The attached air photo indicates 

the connection to the adjacent medical office parking lot. 

5. Modify the pervious area percentage from 46.18 percent to 36.6 percent. 

 

The modifications to the plan are requested in order to comply with current fire code requirements for 

access to the buildings. The original plan’s single point of access and 24 foot-wide access drive are no 

longer acceptable.  The proposed development requires two points of access and a minimum 26 foot-wide 

access drive.  In order to meet those requirements, the developer has obtained permission from the 

property owner to the north to connect their parking lots and drives. 

 

In addition, the new plan pushes the buildings closer to McVay Rd. and to the north and south property 

lines to accommodate the wider driveway.  The increased pavement area also reduces the pervious area.  

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The applicant has provided photos of nearby developments with similar building setbacks from the 

street.   

 

2. The proposed pervious area ratio is equivalent to what is required of a typical office development in 

Germantown. 

 

3. The applicant has stated that the approved landscape plan will be followed, and incorporated into the 

reduced building setback areas. 

 

Staff recommends that additional landscape screening be provided along the edge of the new parking 

spaces near the western property line and between the new parking spaces within the office property to 

the north. 

 



 



 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for modifications to the approved McVay Station final 

plan, subject to staff comments. 

 

Mr. Jason Speed w/Speed Investments requested the commission to approve the adjustment in the green 

space due to the wider driveway and connectivity to the neighbors to the north and south.  The plans show 

a 10 foot front yard setback and he is requesting a 20 foot setback instead. 

 

Mr. Jody Dwyer, City of Germantown’s Fire Marshall explained that the city needs a minimum 26 foot 

driveway access in order to have safe operation around the fire truck.     

 

Mr. Sherman moved to approve this motion as discussed and seconded by Mr. McCaleb. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Mr. 

McCaleb – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Alter – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, comments, or questions by the Commission, the Chairman adjourned the 

meeting at 7:10 p.m. 


