
Environmental Commission Meeting 
Thursday, June 6, 2013 – 6:00 p.m. 

Public Services Building 
7700 Southern Avenue  

 
MINUTES 

 
Present        Staff 
Chairman Joe Skelley  Paul Mosteller   Bo Mills 
Clyde Davidson   David Thorpe   Leslie Throneberry 
Andy Foster   Anne Wesberry    
Linda Kaplan   Alderman John Drinnon   
Laura Meanwell 
 
Guest:  Susan Threlkeld 
 
Absent:  Jimmy Davis, Urania Erskine, Steve Fleischmann 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Skelley called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM: 
A quorum for the Environmental Commission meeting was established. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: 
Former Environmental Commission member, Susan Threlkeld, attended the meeting.  
 
MINUTES APPROVAL: 
The minutes of the May meeting were approved. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
Bo Mills:  Mr. Mills reported that the BMA will have a second reading of the FY14 Proposed Budget on 
Monday night.   There is a proposed tax increase of $0.445. 
 
Mr. Mills also reported that the water usage is still low due to the mild temperatures and recent rains.   
 
Approximately 60% of the back flow testing reports for irrigation systems have been returned.  Reminders 
have been in the Talk of the Town (TOTT) and on the water bills. 
 
With the two very intense rain storms recently, we have had some flooding.  These areas have been 
checked and there are no blockages.  The flooding is from the volume being more than our system could 
hold. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Clyde Davidson:  Mr. Davidson had nothing to report. 
 



Linda Kaplan:  Mrs. Kaplan brought in a box of facial tissue that is made from sugarcane husk and bamboo. 
There is no paper or chlorine used in this product.  This is a great alternative to paper-based tissue.   
 
Anne Wesberry:  Mrs. Wesberry had nothing to report. 
 
Paul Mosteller:  Mr. Mosteller asked about putting a reminder in the TOTT about sprinkler/irrigation system 
run-off.  We need to bring awareness to the citizens on the amount of water that is being wasted by running 
sprinklers and irrigation systems for too long or during times that it is raining. 
 
Mr. Mosteller also mentioned the wasted irrigation in the City medians.  Mr. Mills reported that on the new 
Wolf River Blvd extension project, the City has installed a drip irrigation system and native plants so this will 
reduce the amount of water required. 
 
David Thorpe:  Mr. Thorpe discussed TVA’s solar power program. TVA sells power for $.09 per kilowatt but 
buys it for $.21 ($0.09 plus premium of $0.12) per kilowatt.  The amount that was budgeted for this program 
was reached early in the year.  TVA agreed to continue to buy the power but not pay the additional 
premium.  Solar power is expensive to generate.  Green Power Switch Program is a way to offset that cost.  
This is a voluntary program that customers pay more to support. 
 
Laura Meanwell:  Mrs. Meanwell received the recycling video “The Rotten Truth”.  She plans to schedule 
presentations at the elementary schools once school starts back.  
 
Alderman John Drinnon:  Alderman Drinnon mentioned the budget cuts for the arts.  New schools and 
ambulance changes are coming and are a priority over the art programs. 
 
SMART METER EVALUATION:  
The Mayor would like the Environmental Commission to submit its position on Smart Meters.  Mrs. Kaplan 
already has a smart meter.  She is happy with their meter.  It has made her more aware of the costs during 
peak usage times.  Mr. Foster’s only concern was whether the meter would be paneled properly to prevent 
fires.  After watching the news report from WREG.com and discussing the information handed out at the 
meeting (see attached), it was unanimously decided that the Commission would convey their support of the 
smart meter program to the Mayor and the Board. 
 
Old Business:  N/A 
 
New Business:  We were reminded that the July meeting has been cancelled.  The next meeting is on 
August 1, 2013. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 


