
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

MUNICIPAL CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Tuesday, June 25, 2013 

6:00 p.m. 

 

The regular meeting of the Design Review Commission was scheduled and held in the Council Chambers 

of the Municipal Center on June 25, 2013. Chairman Saunders called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

requesting the roll call. Ms. Regina Gibson called the roll of the Board and established a quorum:                                                                   

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    
Mr. Keith Saunders, Chairman; Mr. Neil Sherman, Vice Chairman; Mr. Paul Bruns – Secretary; 

Alderman Greg Marcom; Mr. Ralph Smith; Mr. John Walker; Mr. Henry Porter; and Mr. Eric Alter 

   

DEVELOPMENT STAFF PRESENT:   

Mr. Andrew Pouncey, Economic and Development Services Director; Mr. Wade Morgan, Chief Planner; 

Ms. Regina Gibson, Administrative Secretary and Mr. Robert McLean, Attorney 

 

 

1. Approval of Minutes for May 28, 2013 

 

Mr. Sherman moved to approve the Design Review Commission minutes of May 28, 2013, seconded by 

Mr. Smith, with no further comments or discussions. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Alter - Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. 

Smith – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Mr. Porter – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED  

 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated the Commission reviewed the items on tonight's agenda in the Executive 

Session meeting and the following items were added to the Consent Agenda:  

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. 7599 Poplar Pike, Cobb Office Building – Request Preliminary and Final Plan Approval for 

an Addition to the Building.  

Marc Belz - Applicant 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated he would like to remind the Commissioners that voting on all matters on 

the Consent Agenda constitutes an acknowledgement that the member has read and reviewed the 

application materials/plans/staff reports and determines further discussion or presentation of an item is not 

necessary.  He stated if there was anyone in the audience that would like an item pulled, please request so 

at this time, and in seeing none, he asked for a roll call.  

 

ROLL CALL:   Mr. Alter – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Porter – Yes; Mr. 

Smith – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes 

 

Alderman Marcom expressed his appreciation to the building owners for the well maintained grounds, 

and also for them keeping the integrity of Old Germantown.  

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

STAFF'S COMMENTS / DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. 7599 Poplar Pike, Cobb Office Building – Request Preliminary and Final Plan Approval 

for an Addition to the Building. 

 



BACKGROUND: The Design Review Commission approved the conversion of the existing building 

from a residence to an office on December 22, 1998.  It was developed as the Cobb Office Building under 

development contract 1046. 

 

DISCUSSION:  The building is currently used as an office for Ring Enterprises, Inc., a Subway restaurant 

franchise developer.  The owner proposes to construct a 30 ft. by 38 ft. (1,140 sq. ft.) addition on the rear 

of the building.  The plan proposes a conference room of 540 sq. ft., with the remaining space devoted to 

office space for Business Consultants.  The applicant states the exterior material, including roofing, 

siding, windows and trim, will match the existing structure.  Photos of the existing building have been 

provided, as well as sketches of the proposed elevations. 

 

The applicant requests approval to maintain the existing number of parking spaces.  The property has 12 

existing parking spaces, which complies with the standard parking requirements for the existing 2,284 sq. 

ft. building (1 parking space per 200 sq. ft.).   The 1,140 sq. ft. addition would require an additional 6 

parking spaces at that same ratio.  The applicant argues that Ring Enterprises currently employees 9 

people, with 7 of them spending a majority of their time in the field.  He states that “out of a potential 

working month of 22 business days, two employees primarily occupy the office for more than ninety 

percent of the month.” 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The property is in the OG, Old Germantown District, where the DRC has review/approval 

authority over development plans and any variances from the standard regulations. 

 

2. There are a substantial number of mature plants in the area of the proposed addition.  Prior to 

approval of a building permit, the applicant shall submit a revised landscape plan, for staff 

approval, incorporating the addition.   

 

3. For comparison purposes, the T-3 and T-4 (Smart Growth) district regulations require 11 parking 

spaces for an office building of the proposed size (3 spaces per 1,000 sq. ft.). 

 

4. The applicant has obtained an agreement with Germantown Presbyterian Church to allow 

overflow parking to use the church parking spaces.  Should the use of the building change from 

its current office use, to the extent that a building permit is required or approval from the City of 

Germantown is required, additional on-site parking spaces may be required. 

 

5. Plans detailing the roofing material (manufacturer name, style name, and color), siding material, 

siding and trim paint color and sample and windows (manufacturer and product name, material) 

shall be provided to staff prior to the issuance of a building permit. 



 



 
 



 

 



 
 

 

 
 



 



 

 



 

 
 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve a 1,140 square foot addition to the Cobb Office Building at 7599 

Poplar Pike, subject to the comments contained in the staff report. 



 

 

3. Baptist Rehabilitation Hospital, East Side of Germantown Rd., North of Wolf River Blvd. 

(Baptist Memorial Healthcare property) – Request Preliminary and Final Plan Approval. 

 

BACKGROUND: The Planning Commission gave preliminary and final site plan approval on June 3, 

2013. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Baptist Memorial Healthcare is partnering with Centere Healthcare Corp to operate a 49 

bed inpatient rehabilitation hospital on this 6.15 acre parcel. Duke Realty  Corp. will be responsible for 

developing the project and will ultimately own both the building and parcel. 

 

 DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION   

TOTAL SITE AREA 6.15  ac.   

BUILDING SIZE 49 beds  

BUILDING FOOT PRINT 34,330 sq. ft.  

NUMBER OF PARKING SPACES 130  

PERVIOUS/IMPERVIOUS RATIO 35.7/64.3  

(20% pervious space required for this property) 

 

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION CHECKLIST: 

 

1. Site Layout:  

a. Building:  located in the northeast corner of the lot, adjacent to Nashoba Park Lake.  The main 

entrance will be on the west elevation, the lot does not have direct street frontage, due to the 

configuration of the subdivision. 

b. Parking location:  located to the west and south of the building. 

c. Emergency generator is located on the south side of the building, near the loading docks. 

 

2. Building Elevations:  

The western elevation will have a canopy over the main entrance to identify it.  The elevations are to 

be constructed of light and dark varieties of brick and EIFS.  Consult the elevation plans and color 

renderings for details. A photograph of exterior materials has been provided. 

 

3. Street Improvements and Curb Cuts:  

The site has access to both Germantown Rd. and Wolf River Blvd. via common drives serving the 

other businesses in the subdivision (Chick-fil-A, Taco Bell, Exxon, Magna Bank, Trust One Bank). 

 

4. Parking Lots:   

Parking will be located on 3 sides of the building, with the majority located to the south.  Five 

handicap parking spaces are located on the west side of the building near the main entrance. 

 

5. Exterior Lighting:  

A photometric plan has been submitted.  An average of 2.37 foot-candles of illumination will be 

provided overall, with a maximum of 17.3 foot-candles under the canopy. 

 

6. Garbage Collection Areas:  

A dumpster is located near the loading dock.  A screen wall is to extend to the curb of loading dock 

drive to improve the screening from the parking area and other buildings.  

 

7. Vents:  

Roof-top screen walls are proposed to hide vents and mechanical units. 

 

8. Gas, Electric and Water:  

The locations of gas meter, electrical meter, and water meter are not provided on the plans.  The water 

meter is below grade and located in a parking lot island; the gas meter is to be located behind a screen 



wall on the west side of the building; and an electric transformer is located on the southwest side of 

the building behind landscape screening.    

 

9. Mechanical Units: 

Mechanical Unit locations are to be on the roof behind the mechanical screening wall. 

 

10. Landscaping:   

The original subdivision of this property dedicated the land for Nashoba Park, so that an 80% 

pervious ratio is allowed.  The 35.7% greenspace is landscaped with a mixture of trees, shrubs and 

ground cover. See Comment 1. 

  

11. Mailboxes:  

Mail will be delivered inside the building. 

 

12. Building Numbers:  

The applicant shall consult with the City of Germantown Fire Marshall regarding the size and 

locations of building numbers prior to Construction Plan approval. 

 

13. Signs:  

Any signage that is illustrated on the plans shall be disregarded.  The developer shall submit a 

separate sign application at a future date for any signage. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The landscape plan refers to container size for some of the material.  The landscape plan 

submitted with the construction drawings shall provide plant size information for all plant 

material. 

 

2. After final plan approval by Design Review Commission (DRC) the project may proceed to the 

Board of Mayor and Aldermen (BMA) for development contract approval. 

 



 

 



 



 



 



 
 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To grant preliminary and final plan approval for the Baptist Rehabilitation 

Hospital at 1240 S. Germantown Rd., subject to the comments contained in the staff report. 

 

Alderman Marcom and Mr. Walker recused themselves from this item.  

 

Blaine Paul w/Duke Realty Corp introduced Robbie Sills w/Baptist Memorial; Cleve Haralson 

w/Centerre Healthcare; Dave Martin and Kyle Edington w/Duke Realty; Jim Schumpert w/The Reaves 

Firm, and Matt Manning with ESa to the commission and said that they were here to answer any 

questions the DRC has about this project. 

 

Chairman Saunders explained that they would go through a check list and ask some questions that came 

up during the executive session.  After all questions were addressed, Chairman Saunders called for a 

motion. 

 



Mr. Bruns moved to grant preliminary and final plan approval for the Baptist Rehabilitation Hospital at 

1240 S. Germantown Rd., as discussed and subject to the comments contained in the staff report and 

seconded by Mr. Sherman. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Alderman Marcom – Recused; Mr. Walker – Recused; Mr. Alter – Yes; Mr. Smith – 

Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Mr. Bruns – Yes; Mr. Porter - Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, comments, or questions by the Commission, the Chairman adjourned the 

meeting at 6:51 p.m. 


