
Environmental Commission Meeting 
Thursday, June 4, 2015 – 6:00 p.m. 

Public Works Building 
7700 Southern Avenue 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present        Staff 
Chairman Joe Skelley  Linda Kaplan   Bo Mills 
Urania Erskine   Paul Mosteller   Leslie Acerra 
Steve Fleischmann  Scott Schoefernacker 
Andy Foster   Jayu Wagh 
 
Absent: Jimmy Davis, Susan Threlkeld, Alderman Dave Klevan and Joe Nunes 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Skelley called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. 
 
ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM: 
A quorum for the Environmental Commission meeting was established. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF GUESTS: 
John Zeanah, Administrator from the Memphis and Shelby County Office of Sustainability Division of 
Planning and Development, attended the meeting. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES: 
The minutes of the May meeting were approved. 
 
STAFF REPORTS: 
Bo Mills: Monday night will be the second reading of the budget at the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
meeting. No new tax increases or fees have been included this year. Minor changes have been included for 
the Germantown Athletic Club. 
 
The FY 16 Business Plan for the Public Works Department has been prepared. It is aggressive and 
accomplishable. The plan will be finalized next month. 
 
Leslie Acerra: Mr. Mills will celebrate his 30 year anniversary with the city tomorrow. 
 
Ms. Acerra shared a sample of the Go Green in ’15 card that Mr. Skelley had requested to be developed to 
hand out at events or possibly be included in city mailings. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Chairman Skelley: The Horse Show Grounds are in exceptional condition for the Germantown Charity 
Horse Show that is taking place this week. 
 
Jayu Wagh: Mrs. Wagh read an article titled “Necessity is the Mother of Environmental Solutions” that she 
wrote for an Indian newspaper. It is a true story about how a farmer in a hick town in India created 
electricity from biogas for his home and business needs. Traditionally, Indian farmers do not go for higher 



education beyond high school; however, this farmer has a master’s degree in Agri-Horticulture. His 
innovative environmental consciousness helped him overcome the lack of modern conveniences, including 
electricity, to create a successful farming business. 
 
Andy Foster: Mr. Foster shared that the City of Memphis is recommending not using smart meters because 
the constant signal transmission is suspected of chasing bats and bees away. He will do further research 
on this for a future meeting. 
 
Paul Mosteller: The July 2015 issue of Consumer Reports includes an article titled “How to Cut Your Water 
Use in Half”. Specific product examples are provided including their water consumption and 
recommendations based on their testing. Ms. Acerra will email a copy of the article to the commission. 
 
Discussion was also made concerning use of gray water in flushing of toilets. Other countries are already 
doing this. Laws in the United States would have to be changed before this would be permitted here. Areas 
in the United States are currently using gray water to irrigate lawns. 
 
Scott Schoefernacker: Mr. Schoefernacker shared an article from 2012 about changes in the ground water 
quality in the shallow aquifer which were attributed to urbanization (i.e. population, gasoline, pesticides, 
chloroform, nitrate concentration levels, etc.). Nothing goes above the MCL (maximum contaminate levels); 
but there is a slight rising trend. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
After May’s commission meeting, members’ questions in regard to the Mid-South Regional Greenprint Plan 
including the Resolution to Adopt the Greenprint 2015/2040 were combined and sent to Pam Beasley, 
Director of Germantown Parks & Recreation Department, and to John Zeanah, Administrator from the 
Memphis and Shelby County Office of Sustainability Division of Planning and Development. Ms. Beasley 
and Mr. Zeanah responded to these questions via email attachment (See Item #1 below). Mr. Mills 
paraphrased the answers to each of these questions for discussion during the meeting. Mr. Zeanah also 
clarified any questions that remained. The commission was still not comfortable with recommending the 
Greenprint Plan exactly as written. The Plan would only be recommended if it included two modifications. 
The modifications are: 1 - changing the verbiage in the next to last paragraph of the resolution from 
“ensure” to “consider” and 2 – language should be added to state that the City of Germantown is not bound 
to any of the provisions of the agreement. A vote was then taken and five supported the Greenprint Plan 
with modifications, two still opposed it and one abstained from voting. Chairman Skelley will prepare a letter 
to the Mayor stating the commission’s recommendations for the Plan (See Item #2 below). 
 
Mr. Mills shared that Alderman Klevan was very impressed and appreciative of how seriously and diligently 
the commission members studied the Greenprint Plan. Mr. Mills also expressed appreciation to Mr. Zeanah 
for attending the meeting to answer questions about the Plan. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
On Tuesday, June 2, Mr. Mills took three members of the commission on tours of the recently renovated 
Animal Shelter, the new Fleet Services Building and the Southern Avenue Water Treatment Plant which 
included the new fan-forced aeration unit. Mrs. Erskine was very appreciative and complementary of the 
facilities and the services the city provides. 
 
July 2 is the next scheduled commission meeting. With the following day being a holiday, it was 
unanimously voted to cancel the meeting. The next meeting will be held on August 6. 



 
ADJOURNMENT: 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m. 
 

 

Item #1 Answers to Commission’s Questions about the Greenprint Plan 



 



 



 



 



 

Item #2 Chairman Skelley’s Recommendation Letter to the Mayor about the Greenprint Plan 



 


