Environmental Commission Meeting
Thursday, August 4, 2016 — 6:00 p.m.
Public Works Building

7700 Southern Avenue
MINUTES
Present:
Chairman Joe Skelley Andy Foster Scott Schoefernacker
Jimmy Davis Alderman Rocky Janda Susan Threlkeld
Urania Erskine Paul Mosteller Jayu Wagh

Steve Fleischmann
Absent: Linda Kaplan and Bo Mills

CALL TO ORDER:
Chairman Skelley called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m.

ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM:
A quorum for the Environmental Commission meeting was established.

CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES:
The minutes of the July meeting were approved.

STAFF REPORTS:

Joe Nunes: Joe shared that recycling volumes are up in June reflecting Inland’s poor collection. Trash
volume was also up in June. It could be a residual effect from Inland not picking up the first week of June.
July’s volume numbers aren’t available yet. (See attachments #1 & #2)

Comparing complaints from July 2016, after Waste Pro has been on the job for 2 months, to complaints in
July 2015, after Inland had been on the job 9 months: trash complaints are down 54% compared to last
year, 81% on yard debris complaints, and 12% on recycling; Overall a 56% decline on complaints.

A meeting will be held with Waste Pro next week. August is the last month of the “Start Up” grace period.
The City will assess damages if they don’t comply with the terms of the contract and will review those with
Waste Pro. We are confident they will get everything together.

Alderman Janda interjects that he has gotten no complaints after Waste Pro has taken over.

Bo Mills: Bo absent; Attending APWA new board member orientation in Kansas City.

Kathy Cross: Kathy shared a thank you note from Leslie Acerra for the gift given by the Commission. Ms.
Acerra also brought watermelon salad for the Commission to enjoy. Mrs. Cross passed out copies of the
Germantown Forward 2030 Plan. Joe shared that the entire plan is available on the City’s website. Kathy
passed around the sign-up sheet for the upcoming Amnesty Day on September 17.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Alderman Janda: No Report.



Andy Foster: Andy shared that the retention ponds at his office used for water run-off are also used to
water their lawns. He stated that one town in Florida removed all the grass and replaced it with rocks to
save water; which resulted in the town being hotter.

Scott Schoefemacker: Scott is still working with Tim Bierdz on Stormwater stickers and possibly getting
funding to have art painted in Stormwater drains; Looking to do one street in English Meadows to start due
to budget cuts. The idea is still in its infancy.

Paul Mosteller: Paul has a homework project for those members with in ground sprinkler systems: After %
hour of watering, go out and look at how much water is running down into the gutter. There is a problem
with wasting water because of overwatering with sprinkler systems. Come up with ideas to suggest to
people to conserve water such as misting systems.

Paul shares that the arm on the recycling truck is damaging carts when picking them up. He suggests that
Joe asks Waste Pro if the arm is programmed or is it automatic. Can they adjust how hard the truck
squeezes the carts?

Urania Erskine: Urania brought an article from The Commercial Appeal concerning Girl Scouts developing
a program for recycling. Girl Scouts might be a good venue to promote recycling to parents.
(See attachment #3)

After our past discussions of how to recycle Styrofoam, Urania shares it has been found that Mill worms will
eat Styrofoam. (See attachment #4)

Steve Fleischmann: Whole Foods’ replaced Steve’s old reusable bags with new recyclable bags made of
plastic bottles. Whole Foods’ gives a 10 cent credit per bag each time you use their reusable bags.

Steve reported on an article from The Memphis Flyer: TVA may drill wells into the Memphis Sands aquifer
to cool the new Allen Combined Cycle gas plant. TVA was planning on using water from the Maxson
Wastewater Treatment Plant but it would add over a billion dollars a year to the operating costs to treat the
gray water. Their plan is to pull 3 %2 million gallons of water per day, but approximately 2 million would
evaporate in the cooling process, so they are talking about potentially using aquifer water.

(See attachment #5)

Jimmy Davis: Jimmy updated us on a “hot spot” in Miami where the Zika virus is probably being transmitted
by mosquitoes. It has spread from that hot zone to a second location. He stated an article said the number
of military and diplomats with Zika is in the thousands because they are exposed when they travel. “For
now it appears that the body can get rid of it and hopefully it will stay that way.”

Jayu Wagh: Jayu shared about turning carbon-dioxide into stored energy. Sounds like science fiction but in
the city of Toronto the students & post-doctorate fellows have used nanoengineering in converting the
carbon-dioxide (CO2) into carbon-monoxide (CO) which can be used in chemical fuels such as methanol,
ethanol and diesel. The greenhouse effect gas can be used to manufacture the fuel using nanoengineering.

An engineer has discovered a way to take plastic trash and convert it into bricks. The plastic bricks are said
to be good insulation. He is going to use his bricks along with mud to build the outside of a museum.



OLD BUSINESS:
No old business to share.

NEW BUSINESS:
Mark your calendar for September 17's Amnesty Day.

ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 p.m.
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report says MLGW cannot sell the T'VA enough water to meet peak demand. _

“We may need both the [aquifer] well water and the backup potable water from
MLGW! Stanley said.

Most of that water — about 90 percent — is evaporated in the plant’s cooling
process, and the rest will be discharged into the Maxson plant, Stanley said.

The TVA is under an agreement with the Environmental Protection Agency
and several environmental groups, including the Sierra Club, to reduce emissions
at its coal-fired plants by December 2018. In 2014, the TVA’s board voted to close
the Allen Fossil plant, which provides energy to the region, and replace it with a

~ mor environmentally friendly natural gas plant. The new Allen Combined Cycle
. ntly under construction in Frank C. Pidgeon Industrial Park, near the
 Allen Fossil Plant.

T'VA must have the Allen Fossil Plant closed by December 2018, so

e looking to get the new plant online by June of that year. Stanley said theyd
ally planned to use wastewater to cool the plant “to maximize environmental

April, the TVA issued a supplemental environmental assessment report
quifer issue, claiming either option would lead to “minor irreversible
trievable commitments of groundwater resources.” Cooling the gas plant
s about 3.5 million gallons of water per day, but the aquifer is believed to

nd 57 trillion gallons. Stanley said the TVA wouldn’t be the first local
1l water directly from aquifer wells.

everyorie is pleased with the TVA's new plan.

g our aquzfer, said Scott Banbury, conservation program
Tennessee Sierra Club. * ‘Most people in Memphis are pretty
. this awesome source of water. The TVA did some basic

"ne of epression it would create, and they describe that as

,usthcheroo on us without giving the public an opportunity
bury said.

leased on its website the supplemental environmental assessment

g at the new potential water sources back in April, but Banbury

ed of it recently since no meetmgs were held seeking pubhu

: ve. muaﬂy do.” Stanley said.
a we have to make quickly because we have to have
etired b},r December 20] 8. m




AMNESTY DUMPSTER DAY
September 17, 2016
7:30 AM -1 PM

LOCATIONS: 1) PUBLIC WORKS 2) JOHNSON ROAD PARK

Environmental Commission Sign-up Roster

PUBLIC WORKS ON SOUTHERN
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