
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

MUNICIPAL CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Tuesday, January 23, 2018 

6:00 p.m. 

 

The regular meeting of the Design Review Commission was scheduled and held in the Council Chambers 

of the Municipal Center on January 23, 2018.  

 

1. Chairman Bruns called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

2. Chairman Bruns requested the roll call. Ms. Regina Gibson called the roll of the Commission and 

established a quorum:    

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    

Mr. Paul Bruns, Chairman; Mr. Ralph Smith; Mr. Steve Landwehr; Mr. Neil Sherman; Mr. Tim Gibson; 

Alderman Owens; Mr. Greg Hurley; and Mr. Neeraj Kumar 

                                                                  

DEVELOPMENT STAFF PRESENT:   

Ms. Sheila Pounder, Planning Manager; Ms. Sarah Goralewski, Planner; Ms. Regina Gibson, 

Administrative Secretary and Robert McLean, City Attorney  

 

 

3.  Election of Vice Chairman and Secretary 

 

a. Chairman Bruns called for a motion to elect a Vice Chairman. Mr. Landwehr made a motion to 

nominate Mr. Hurley and seconded by Mr. Smith. 

b. With no further nominations, Chairman Bruns called for a motion to end nominations. Alderman 

Owens made a motion to end nominations, seconded by Mr. Sherman, with no further comments 

or discussion.  

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Mr. Gibson – Yes; Alderman Owens – Yes; Mr. 

Kumar – Yes; Mr. Landwehr - Yes; Chairman Bruns – Yes 

 

c. Chairman Bruns called for a motion to elect a Secretary. Alderman Owens made a motion to 

nominate Mr. Landwehr and seconded by Chairman Bruns. 

d. With no further nominations, Chairman Bruns called for a motion to end nominations. Mr. Smith 

made a motion to end nominations, seconded by Mr. Sherman, with no further comments or 

discussion.  

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Sherman – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. Gibson – Yes; Mr. Hurley – Yes; Mr. Kumar – 

Yes; Alderman Owens – Yes; Chairman Bruns  - Yes 

 

 

4.  Approval of Minutes for November 28, 2017 

 

Mr. Landwehr moved to approve the Design Review Commission minutes of November 28, 2017, 

seconded by Mr. Sherman, with no further comments or discussions.  

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Hurley – Yes; Alderman Owens – Abstain; Mr. Gibson – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. 

Sherman  -Yes; Mr. Kumar – Yes; Mr. Landwehr – Yes; Chairman Bruns – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED  

 

 

 

 

 



Design Review Commission 

January 23, 2018 

Page | 2 

 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. Clear Function – 2130 West Street – Approval of a Sign Package. (Case No. 18-803). 

Colin Neller – Applicant/Agent 
 

b. Brahmin – 7516 Farmington Blvd, Ste 36 (Saddle Creek Northeast) – Approval of a Sign 

Package. (Case No. 18-804). 

Rozlynn Roman w/ LGA Partners – Applicant/Agent 

 

c. Brahmin – 7516 Farmington Blvd, Ste 36 (Saddle Creek Northeast) – Approval of a 

Storefront Modification. (Case No. 18-804). 

Rozlynn Roman w/LGA Partners – Applicant/Agent 

 

d. West Street Professional Building – 2277 West Street – Approval of a Revised Preliminary 

and Final Site Plan (Deck & Patio). (Case No. 17-749). 

Murcielago Holdings, LLC – Applicant/Agent 

 

e. Pro-Active – 7751 Wolf River Blvd. - Approval of a Sign Package. (Case No. 16-641). 

Hannah Nelson w/Zamen, LLC – Applicant/Agent 

 

Comment:  The Chairman noted that during executive session, the Commission requested to move item 6 

(Pro-Active) to the consent agenda as item 5e.  

 

He stated he would like to remind the Commissioners that voting on all matters on the Consent Agenda 

constitutes an acknowledgement that the member has read and reviewed the application 

materials/plans/staff reports and determines further discussion or presentation of an item is not necessary.  

He stated if there was anyone in the audience that would like an item pulled, please request so at this time, 

and in seeing none, he asked for a motion.  

 

Mr. Landwehr made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as discussed and seconded by Mr. Smith. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Landwehr – Yes; Mr. Kumar – Abstain; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. 

Gibson – Yes; Alderman Owens – Yes; Mr. Hurley – Yes; Chairman Bruns – Yes (Recused himself from 

item 5d.) 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

STAFF'S COMMENTS / DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. Clear Function – 2130 West Street – Approval of a Sign Package. (Case No. 18-803). 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

Development Case Number 18-803 

  

Location: 2130 West Street 

  

Applicant Name: Colin Neller 

  

Current Zoning District: “T5” Urban Center District (Developed utilizing “C-2” Commercial 

Zoning District) Sign Regulations 

  

Description of Request: Approval of a Sign Package that includes a Glass-Mounted, Tenant 

Identification Signs  
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*Refer to the Disclosure Form attached for more information  

 

 
 

BACKGROUND:  The existing building on this site dates back to 1968 according to the Assessor of 

Property records. The applicant is a tenant in the existing building and has frontage on West Street only. 

There is no record of the applicant obtaining a sign permit for the existing signage, which are considered 

window decals.  

 

DISCUSSION: The request is for a tenant identification sign to be installed glass door entrance of the 

tenant space and for graphic design element decals installed on the front facing glass windows of the 

business.  The specifics of both requests are as follows: 

 

SIGN 1 – Wall (Glass) Mounted Tennant Identification 

Location & Height: One single faced parallel sign to be mounted on the glass door entrance of the 

tenant space facing West Street, 4.6’ high from the surrounding grade. 

Total Sign Area: 3.36 sq. ft. total   

Content/Logo: 

 
Colors & Materials: Color:  Letters & Logo = Medium Light Blue #49A8E9 

Background = Darker Light Blue #2467B6 

Materials: Letters = Vinyl  

Face = Vinyl 

Background = Glass 
 

Font: Proxima Nova 

Logo: 0.944 sq. feet. 

Letter Height:  2.25  inches  

Mounting 

Structure: 

Adhered to the glass door front 

Lighting: None 

Landscaping N/A 

Lighting: None 

Landscaping N/A 
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SIGN 1 – Wall (Glass) Mounted Geometric Pattern 

Location & Height: Multiple white circles to be mounted on the glass door entrance and windows of 

the tenant space facing West Street. 

Total Sign Area: 10 sq. ft. 

Content/Logo: 

 
Colors & Materials: Color:   Letters & Logo = Medium Light Blue #49A8E9 

Background = Darker Light Blue #2467B6 

Materials: Letters = Vinyl  

Face = Vinyl 

Background = Glass 
 

Font: None 

Logo: None 

Letter Height:  N/A 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Adhered to the glass door front 

Lighting: None 

Landscaping N/A 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

1. The total allowable sign area is 30 sq. ft. (based on the linear footage of the building wall) or a 

maximum signage of 75 sq. ft., whichever is the lesser of the two. The proposed door sign is 3.36 

square feet with a less than 1 sq. ft. logo, which conforms to the size requirement of the Sign 

Ordinance. 

 

2. Sec. 14-1. - Definitions. “Wall sign means a sign attached to or erected against the wall of a building 

with the face parallel to the plane of the building wall or attached to the structure as approved by the 

Design Review Commission.” 

 

3. Sec. 14-31(e) states “Decals, numerals, names, addresses, hours, credit information, etc., attached to 

doors or windows and all of which occupy a total area of one square foot or less are excluded from 

the Sign Ordinance.” Only the logo by itself, as a decal, conforms to the Sign Ordinance.  

 

4. The proposed window decals, which include the business name, logo, and geometric patterns, would 

cover the front door and windows and possibly impair the transparency of the storefront.  The 

applicant has indicated that the geometric patterns on the window decals are not a logo or part of their 

branding. Section 3.2 of the Design Manual states the following about windows: 
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The decals could be considered as a graphic element that is similar to signage. If so, then it should 

be considered in conjunction with the proposed sign application to be reviewed for this project at 

a later date and in conformance with Section 3.3.2 of the Design Manual requirement as follows: 

 

 
  

5. If the DRC determines that the decals are signage, then it is recommended that the applicant provide 

additional information about the amount of area covered by the decal on each door/window surface. 

 

6. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis /Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 

 

RESUBMITTAL REVISIONS: The applicant has agreed to remove dot graphic decals from the windows 

and has also submitted a new illustration that reflects the dimensions of all elements on the door as 

requested by the DRC subcommittee. The dot graphics on the door is a 10 sq. ft area. When combined 

with the business name and logo, the total signage of all elements on the door is 13.36 sq. ft.  The total 

amount of proposed window signage for this business conforms to the total allowable signage of the Sign 

Ordinance. 

 

DRC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The DRC subcommittee met on January 11, 2018, and 

recommended that the applicant remove dot graphic decals from the windows. It was also recommended 

that additional information on the area covered by the dot graphic decals on the door be provided so that it 

may be combined with the business name and logo to determine the total amount of signage proposed on 

this site. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve a tenant identification sign decal that includes the business name, 

logo, and dot graphics to be installed on the glass entrance door for Clear Function, located at 2130 West 

Street, subject to the Board’s discussion, staff comments and the documents submitted with the 

application.  

 

REVISED SIGN SUBMITTAL AS RECOMMENDED BY DRC SUBCOMMITTEE 
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ORIGINAL SIGN SUBMITTAL 
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b. Brahmin – 7516 Farmington Blvd, Ste 36 (Saddle Creek Northeast) – Approval of a Sign 

Package. (Case No. 18-804). 
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INTRODUCTION:   

Case Number: 18-804 

  

Location: 7615 Farmington Blvd., Ste. 36 (Saddle Creek Northeast Shopping 

Center) 

  

Applicant/Representative Name: Rozlynn Roman w/ LGA Partners 

  

Zoning District: ”T-5” Urban Center Zoning District (utilizing the pre-existing “SC-1” 

district regulations) 

  

Description of Request: Approval of Two Wall Signs for Brahmin 

*Refer to the Disclosure Form attached for more information  

 

 
BACKGROUND:  The subject property is in the Saddle Creek NE shopping center. The Shops of Saddle 

Creek center was approved by the Planning Commission and the Board of Mayor and Aldermen in 1987.  

The Design Review Commission recommended approval of a building facade renovation, landscape and 

lighting plan at its December 15, 2015 meeting.  The subject store is replacing a previous tenant.   

 

DISCUSSION: The applicant is requesting approval of a sign package that includes two tenant 

identification signs (two wall signs – one above the store entrance and one on the brick arch wall), for a 

new tenant which will be locating in Saddle Creek Northeast Shopping Center. The specifics of the 

request are as follows: 
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SIGN 1: Wall-Mounted Building Identification  

Location & Height: Sign to be mounted on the wall of the tenant space above the entrance door (10 ft. 

from grade) 

Total Sign Area: 4.85 sq. ft. 

Content: 

 

Colors & Materials: Color:   Letters =  Black 

Background = Custom Glass 

Materials: Letters = Aluminum   
 

Font: Arimo Regular (Corp) 

Letter Size: 10” high 

Logo: None 

Mounting Structure: Aluminum stud mounting on storefront façade 

Lighting: White LED (internally illuminated reverse channel letters) 
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SIGN 2: Wall-Mounted Building Identification  

Location & Height: Sign to be mounted on the wall of the free standing brick arch wall located in front 

of the store between the pedestrian sidewalk and storefront. 

Total Sign Area: 14.75 sq. ft. 

Content: 

 
Colors & Materials: Color:   Letters =  Black 

Background = Brick Facade 

Materials: Letters = Aluminum   
 

Font: Arimo Regular (Corp) 

Letter Size: Varies from 17.45” 

Logo: None 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Aluminum stud mounting on building façade 

Lighting: White LED (internally illuminated reverse channel letters) 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

1. The previous sign policy allowed the location of tenant names on the freestanding brick façade arch, 

while the new sign policy is silent on this issue. However, it does allow for multiple tenant signs per 

business, with approval from the DRC.      

 

2. The total allowable sign area is 19.75 sq. ft. (based on the lineal footage of the building wall & size of 

the tenant space).  The Saddle Creek NE sign policy provides for 1 square foot of signage per linear 

foot of frontage, with the option to request from the DRC up to 1.5 sq. ft. per linear foot of frontage, 

up to a maximum of 75 sq. ft.  The total amount of signage proposed for the two wall signs is 19.6 

sq.ft., which complies with the City sign regulations and the Saddle Creek NE Sign Policy. 

 

3. Wall sign #1 will consist of individual letters, affixed by drilling into decorative glass of the 

storefront.  Per the applicant Both the glass and sign come from the same manufacturer and will 

mostly be predone in the shop. The holes for sign install onto the glass are pre-drilled using same 

template sign is made of.  This way it minimizes drilling on site and risk the decorative glass 

breaking.  The same team will do glass and sign install. 

 

4. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis/Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 

 

DRC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The DRC subcommittee met on January 11, 2018, and 

recommended that this item be placed on the consent agenda. 

                   

PROPOSED MOTION: To approve a sign package totaling 19.6 s.f. and consisting of 2 wall signs for 

Brahmin (7615 Farmington Blvd., Ste. 36) at Saddle Creek Northeast Shopping Center subject to the 

Commission’s discussion, staff comments in the staff report, and the documents and plans submitted with 

the application. 
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SIGN #1 
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SIGN #2 
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SIGN #1 
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SIGN #2 
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Design Review Commission 

January 23, 2018 

Page | 21 

 

c. Brahmin – 7516 Farmington Blvd, Ste 36 (Saddle Creek Northeast) – Approval of a 

Storefront Modification. (Case No. 18-804). 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

Case Number: 18-804 

  

Location: 7615 Farmington Blvd., Ste. 36 (Saddle Creek NE Shopping Center) 

  

Applicant/Representative Name: Rozlynn Roman w/ LGA Partners 

  

Zoning District: ”T-5” Urban Center Zoning District (utilizing the pre-existing “SC-1” 

district regulations) 

  

Description of Request: Approval of Storefront Modification for a New Tenant  

*Refer to the Disclosure Form attached for more information  

 

 
BACKGROUND:  The subject property is in the Saddle Creek NE shopping center. The Shops of Saddle 

Creek center was approved by the Planning Commission and the Board of Mayor and Aldermen in 1987.  

The Design Review Commission recommended approval of a building facade renovation, landscape and 

lighting plan at its December 15, 2015 meeting.  The subject store is replacing a previous tenant.   

 

DISCUSSION: The subject store, Brahmin, will be a new tenant to Saddle Creek Shopping Center 

Northeast. The plan proposes an overall change to the exterior appearance of the storefront that consists 

of new paint colors, doors and windows.  The proposed storefront changes have been approved by the 

property owners and management.  
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STAFF COMMENTS: 

1. The applicant has provided a material and color sample board for this project that will be 

presented at the DRC subcommittee and regular meetings. 

   

2. The applicant is not proposing any exterior lighting as part of this application. 

 

3. The applicant has filed a separate application for approval of a signage package as part of this 

project. 

 

4. If approved, the applicant shall obtain a building permit from Shelby County Construction Code 

Enforcement Office prior to commencing work. 

 

DRC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The DRC subcommittee met on January 11, 2018, and 

recommended that this item be placed on the consent agenda. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve a storefront modification for Brahmin (7615 Farmington Blvd., Ste. 

36) at Saddle Creek Northeast Shopping Center subject to the Commission’s discussion, staff comments 

in the staff report, and the documents and plans submitted with the application. 
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d. West Street Professional Building – 2277 West Street – Approval of a Revised Preliminary 

and Final Site Plan (Deck & Patio). (Case No. 17-749). 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

Case #: 17-749 

  

Location: 2277 West Street 

  

Applicant/Representative Name:  Murcielago Holdings, LLC 

  

Current Zoning District: “OG” Old Germantown District 

  

Description of Request: Approval of Revised Preliminary and Final Site Plan (Deck and Patio) for 

the West Street Professional Building in Old Germantown 

*Refer to the Disclosure Form attached for more information  

 

 
 

BACKGROUND: The Shelby County Assessor of Property records reflects that the existing 

building was built in 1966 and is 9,385 square feet in size. Although a number of changes have 

occurred through the years, the West Street Professional Building is currently under new 

ownership, which has been working to update and remodel the building and overall site. On 

September 26, 2017, the Design Review Commission approved modifications to the existing 

building, which included renovation of the building entrance fronting West Street, new exterior 

building paint and new landscaping planting along the front façade of the building.    

 

DISCUSSION: This request is for approval to modify an existing preliminary and final site plan of an 

existing professional building, specifically the expansion of an existing patio and the replacement of an 

existing wood deck.  The request for these two items is the same as presented at the DRC meeting on 

November 27, 2018.  Please see the revised site plan & project write-up for details of the changes 

proposed, which are included as part of this staff report. 
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STAFF COMMENTS: 

1. An application for the building entrance renovations, exterior building painting, and revised 

landscaping plan was approved by the DRC on this site at the September 26, 2017 meeting. 

Although, the applicant’s initial application to the DRC included some additional changes to the 

site, staff recommended that these items be part of a separate application to allow time to provide 

the additional information needed to evaluate their impact to the site.  

 

2. At the DRC meeting on November 28, 2017, the Commission considered an application for a 

revised preliminary and final site plan and approved items #2-4 of the request, namely: the 

replacement of an existing fence, extension of an existing fence and recommended the applicant 

seek approval from the Board of Zoning Appeals to replace an existing, non-conforming storage 

shed.  At that meeting, the applicant withdrew the remaining two components of the request, 

namely the expansion of the existing patio (item #1) and the replacement of an existing wood 

deck (item #5), so that the Commissioners could individually visit the site to assess the proposal.   

 

3. The applicant seeks approval for the expansion of an existing patio, and replacement of an 

existing wood deck along the north side of the existing building. The concrete patio would be 

expanded to the northern property line and westward to the end of the existing building, 

thereby increasing the impervious surface on this site from 60.50% to 63.00%.   

 

4. This site has parking in the front yard, requiring a 60 foot front setback, with no parking in the 

first 20 feet (based on the regulations of the “O” District as referenced by the “OG” District). 

However, this site is developed with an approximately 30 foot front setback.    

 

5. Sec. 23-521(b) provides that “lot coverage (including buildings, paved areas, sidewalks and 

other impervious surfaces) shall be limited to 45 percent of the total site area, subject to the 

provisions of subsection (c) of this section as follows: 

Sec. 23-521(c) Recognizing the unique nature of the land and buildings within 

the Old Germantown district, these review guidelines for commercial and 

residential plan review shall only be utilized by the design review commission 

as guidelines. Where the proposed development plan contains deviations from 

these review guidelines, the applicant shall have the burden showing that the 

exterior design, landscaping, lot coverage, parking and use as shown on the 

proposed development plan shall have no negative impact upon surrounding 

properties or upon the character of the district, and the applicant must be 

capable of justifying to the satisfaction of the design review commission the 

reasoning behind such deviations. The design review commission shall take 

into particular consideration the location of the proposed structure on the 

property as it relates to surrounding structures and properties. The design 

review commission may, at its discretion, require the preparation and 

submission, at the applicant's expense, such planning, engineering or 

architectural studies, reports and plans as the design review commission feels 

is necessary to support the applicant's position and may require that any 

deviations from the review guidelines be ameliorated by other criteria such as 

more extensive landscaping, buffer areas, increased setbacks, screens or 

restrictive covenants.” 

 

6. If approved, the applicant shall obtain all required building permits from Shelby County 

Construction Code Enforcement Office prior to commencing work. 

 

RESUBMITTAL REVISIONS:  The applicant has provided revised information on pervious pavement 

that could be used for the patio.  This material would not affect the proposed ratio of impervious 

surface, though (see description on p. 6).  The applicant has revised the site plan so that the new deck 
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so that it is behind the 30’ front setback and has added the wheel stop at the end of the parking 

area/driveway (see revised site plan on p. 5). 

 

DRC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The DRC subcommittee met on January 11, 2018, and 

recommended that this item be placed on the consent agenda, with a revised site plan and clarification 

on pervious pavement materials for the patio. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION: To approve a revised preliminary and final site plan (deck and patio) for the West 

Street Professional Building at 2277 West St. in Old Germantown subject to the Commission’s 

discussion, staff comments in the staff report, and the documents and plans submitted with the 

application. 
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DETAIL OF DECK AREA 
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PERVIOUS PAVEMENT EXAMPLE AND INFORMATION 

 

 
 

 Pervious concrete does not displace natural storm water, instead allowing 
water to flow into the sub-base material beneath the concrete, and then 
percolate into the soil, recharging the ground water system naturally. 

 As storm water carries pollutants through the Pervious concrete, they are 
filtered out before entering the ground. These pollutants are kept to 
manageable levels rather than concentrated as with impervious 
pavements, allowing natural microbial bacteria to break down the 
pollutants safely and naturally. 

 Pervious concrete supports adjacent landscape, even sustaining trees by 
allowing both water and air to flow to the root systems. This allows for 
naturally shaded paved areas—parking lots with trees! 

 Pervious concrete reflects UV radiation and heat, and its light color and 
porous structure helps maintain cooler ambient temperatures. 

 Pervious concrete maintains excellent freeze-thaw resistance. Its porous 
structure helps to melt surface snow and ice faster, while insulating the 
ground below against freezing. 

 Pervious concrete allows for better land management, reduces first-cost 
development expenses, is recognized by the LEED council, and is 
considered a BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE. 

 Pervious concrete is a sustainable material, is not oil-based, and does not 
contaminate its surroundings. 

 Pervious concrete brings its project environment closer to a pre-
development state. 

 While primarily a utilitarian paving material, pervious concrete can be 
installed as a cohesive part of an aesthetic design, and can often present 
a better hardscape alternative in locations where water flow and 
displacement is a concern 
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e. Pro-Active – 7751 Wolf River Blvd. - Approval of a Sign Package. (Case No. 16-641). 

(Formerly Item 6.) 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

Development Case Number 16-641 

  

Location: 7751 Wolf River Blvd 

  

Applicant/Representative Name: John Ferguson w/Mid-South Signs – Agent 

  

Current Zoning District: “C-2” Commercial Zoning District Sign Regulations 

  

Description of Request: Approval of a Sign Package that includes a relocated Ground-Mounted, 

Building Identification Sign and a new Wall-Mounted, Building 

Identification Sign 

*Refer to the Disclosure Form attached for more information  
 

 
 

BACKGROUND: The subject property is the previous location of Welch Realty, Co. The property is 

currently owned by, Hannah Nelson, with ProActive Heart & Vein Center.  The existing ground and wall 

signs were approved by the DRC on September 27, 2016.  

 

DISCUSSION: The applicant is requesting approval to relocate the previously approved existing ground 

sign due to the impact on the property’s road frontage on Wolf River Blvd. that will be caused by the land 

acquisition of right of way for the City’s road widening project that is currently underway in the Wolf 

River and Germantown Road area. The existing ground sign will be moved approximately 10 feet south 

and 15 west of its current location on the west side of the entrance driveway from Wolf River Blvd. The 

applicant also seeks to change the base of the existing sign from brick to aluminum  

 

The request is also for a second wall-mounted building identification sign to be installed on the eastern 

wall of the building.  The specifics of both requests are as follows: 
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SIGN 1 – Ground Mounted Tennant/Building Identification (only sign location and base will change) 

Location & Height: The sign will be 3 feet behind the new ROW of Wolf River Blvd., double-sided, 

perpendicular to the street, with a maximum height of 6 feet above the ground. 

Total Sign Area: 48 sq. ft. total  (24 sq. ft. per face)   

Content/Logo: 

 
Colors & Materials:  

Color:   Letters & Logo = Dark Blue MP 25808/Light Blue PMS 7688  

Background = Natural White Face w/ Matt Finish 

Base = Mindful Gray SW 7016 

Materials: Letters = Sintra 

Background = Aluminum  
 

Font: Branded Font 

Logo: 2.36 sq. ft. 

Letter Height: Varies from 3 7/8 inches to 18 inches 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Textured Aluminum = Mindful Gray SW 7016 

Lighting: None 

Landscaping See attached Landscaping Plan 

 

SIGN 2: Wall Mounted Tenant/Building Identification  

Location & Height: One single faced parallel sign to be mounted on the eastern wall of the building 

facing Brierbrook Road, 72”high from the surrounding grade. 

Total Sign Area: 20 sq. ft. 

Content/Logo: 

 
Colors & Materials:  

Color:   Letters & Logo = Dark Blue MP 25808/Light Blue PMS 7688  

Background = Alabaster SW 7008 

Materials: Letters = Acrylic 

Face = Aluminums 

Background =  Aluminum 
 

Font:  Branded Font 

Logo: 1.215 sq. ft. 

Letter Height: Varies from 19 5/8 inches to 21.25 inches 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Existing Building Façade 

Lighting: LED – 3400 Lumens (.78 Watts Total)  

(Letters & logo faces are opaque; edge lit only) 
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STAFF COMMENTS: 

1. On September 27, 2016, the Design Review Commission approved a sign package for the subject 

business, ProActive Heart & Vein Center, which consisted of one ground-mounted sign and one 

wall-mounted, building identification sign totaling 48.71 square feet of signage. 

 

2. The total allowable sign area is 86.5 (based on the linear footage of the building wall) or a 

maximum signage of 75 sq. ft., whichever is the less of the two, for a combination of ground and 

wall signs on this site. Only one face of a perpendicular ground sign area, as seen when traveling, 

is counted when combined with a wall sign area to calculate total signage square footage for a 

site. This site already has a total of 48.71 sq, ft, of signage approved by the DRC. If the current 

request is approved, the total sign area combined with all signs will be 68.71 sq. ft., which would 

still conform to the size requirement of the sign ordinance. 

 

3. Section 14-34 (d)(2) requires the following “…….Where the building setback is more than 40 

feet, the sign location shall not be less 30 feet from the face of the curb or the edge of the 

pavement of any street. The height of the sign shall be a maximum of six feet, as measured from 

surrounding grade. Where a sign is orientated parallel to the street and is three feet or less in 

height, the design review commission may allow a setback of less distance than the above 

requirement.” The existing perpendicular ground sign location was approved by the DRC at 18 

feet behind the curb of Wolf River Blvd., which was the same location as the sign that was 

approved for the previous business on this property. In order to keep the existing ground sign, the 

applicant is seeking a setback waiver to allow the sign to be relocated to 3 feet behind the new 

ROW line and 13 feet behind the new curb line after the Wolf River Blvd widening project is 

completed.  The new building setback on this property will be reduced to 35 feet because of the 

road widening project. The reduction in sign setback is justified because the relocation and 

reduction in the road frontage area are due to the City of Germantown acquiring ROW to widen 

Wolf River Blvd along the front of the subject property. Also, there is no other reasonable 

location on site where the ground sign may be moved and still be visible to passing motorist.   

 

4. The applicant proposes to change the base of the existing ground sign. The existing sign was 

installed on top of the base that was used for the Welch Realty sign (previous business) in order 

to have the new ground sign for ProActive to be allowed to remain in the same location (18 feet 

from the back of curb).  Since the sign will now have to be relocated due to the road widening 

project, the applicant is seeking approval of a new sign base made of textured aluminum and 

painted Mindful Grey to match the materials and colors of the existing sign face.  

 

5. The application and drawing for the wall sign indicate that the sign is to be illuminated. Sec. 14-

5(7)  states the following: Interior lighted translucent letters are allowed for the uses listed as 

follows, provided that any wall sign containing translucent letters is architecturally recessed into 

the building facade as approved by the design review commission. Translucent background shall 

not be used.  

a. Permanent project signs in SC-1 zoned areas;  

b. Wall signs for the purpose of building identification only;  

c. Permanent project signs in PUD and R-T zoned areas. 

 

The proposed wall sign is to have an opaque background with routed aluminum, push-through 

lighted letters. Only the edge of the letters will be illuminated. (See the applicant letter of 

explanation attached to this report.)  

 

6. If approved, the applicant must obtain a permit from the Memphis/Shelby County Office of Code 

Enforcement prior to installing the signs. 
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RESUBMITTAL REVISION:  The applicant has revised the background color of the wall sign proposed 

on the east building elevation to a Sherwin Williams color, SW 7008 Alabaster, that will match the fascia 

board as requested by the DRC subcommittee. 
 

DRC SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The DRC subcommittee met on January 11, 2018, and 

recommended that the background color of the new wall sign be changed to a color other than the bright 

white proposed by the applicant.  
 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the relocation of the existing ground-mounted sign and a new wall-

mounted tenant identification sign on the eastern façade of the building for ProActive Heart & Vein 

Center, located at 7751 Wolf River Blvd, subject to the Board’s discussion, staff comments and the 

documents submitted with the application.  
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NEW BUSINESS  

The commission welcomed Alderman Owens and the new member Mr. Gibson to the Design Review 

Commission. 

 

ADJOURMENT 

There being no further business, comments, or questions by the Commission, the Chairman adjourned the 

meeting at 6:07 p.m. 

 


