COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS

September 25, 2003, 7 PM

Council Chambers

Germantown Municipal Center

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS REPRESENTED:  Allenby Lakes, Allenby Westfair, Apple Valley, Bavarian Village, Bromley, Gardens of Oakleigh, Georgelawn, Hunters Run, Kimbrough Green, Kimbrough Woods, Oakleigh I, Poplar Estates, Riverchase, The Oaks, Waverly Crossing.

GUESTS:  Jerry Cook, John Modzelewski, Marge Riepe, Sharon Goldsworthy, and Tom Lott.

CALL TO ORDER: Jill Arthur called the meeting to order at 7:09 PM.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  David Walker, Vice-president of the Arthur-Riggs Neighborhood Association introduced himself.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes were approved as written.

GUEST SPEAKERS:

Jerry Cook, Director of Development, and John Modzelewski, Professional Engineer, discussed the proposed widening of Poplar Avenue between Miller Farms and Dogwood Road and other transportation improvement projects involving major roadways.  The widening of Poplar involves right of way and construction, and is a four-phase project:  West city limits to Old Riverdale Road; Miller Farms to Dogwood Road; Dogwood Road to Brachton; and Brachton to East city limits. Funding and need determines priority.  The widening between Miller Farms and Dogwood Road is on hold pending further review by TDOT with the City regarding proposed intersection improvements, the suggestions made by the City, and the major concerns expressed about Poplar/West Street and Poplar/Germantown Road intersections.  TDOT has proposed a 7-lane roadway widening to 10 lanes.  The City has recommended a 7-lane cross section, limited intersection improvements to identify the need for double lefts, eliminating separate right-turn lanes, 8-lane width intersections with double lefts, and maintaining streetscape and landscaping.  TDOT determined needs based on a projection to the year 2025; the City does not agree with TDOT’s projected numbers in terms of growth in Shelby County.

There are 9 priority transportation improvement projects dealing with major roadways in the city:

1:  Extension of the Wolf River Blvd from Kimbrough to Farmington

2.  Widening Germantown Road South from Stout to Crestridge (Spring, 2005)

3.  Central business district (current widening project on hold)

4.  Widening of Riverdale Road from Neshoba to Poplar (July, 2004)

5.  Widening of Kimbrough north to Pine Valley

6, 7, & 8.  Widening of Poplar to the eastern city limits

9.  Widening of Poplar Pike from Hacks Cross to Poplar.

Answers to questions revealed the following:

1.  A double left turn at Poplar/West Street will result in a double left at West/Germantown Road.

2.  The State has control on Poplar and Germantown Road.

3.  Getting the Wolf River Blvd. extended will require reconfiguring a State Natural area (Riverwoods).  TDOT, TDEC, and the Federal Highway Administration must all approve the plans for the extension.  Mayor Goldsworthy gave a history of the Wolf River project and the problems prohibiting a speedy solution to the issue of the State Natural area.

4.  TDOT should be able to work with the City and come to a resolution on the widening of Poplar. 


OLD BUSINESS:

Police Department Report—Deputy Chief Tom Lott reported that there have been burglaries in the Hobbits Glen, Chardonnay, and Colonnade complexes.  In Bavarian Village, people who have been breaking into vehicles have been identified, and the police are trying to apprehend them.  The Citizen Alert Network regularly puts out alerts, and the number of residents registered with the network is growing. 

NEW BUSINESS:

Nominating Committee—Luci Cromer reported that Billy Brown is chairing the committee, and the other members are Parker McCaleb and Frank Barton.  Anyone wishing to run for office should contact them by October 10.  Election of officers will be held at the next meeting.

Association concerns—Bill Tupis (Bavarian Village) thanked other associations for their support of Bavarian Village’s cause against the widening of Poplar Avenue.

Announcements—On behalf of the Germantown Beautification Commission, Luci Cromer explained A Bloomin’ Success, a project involving the planting of bulbs for a show of color throughout the city next spring.  Order forms and color brochures were handed out to those who were interested in ordering bulbs.

Next Meeting—The next meeting will be November 17, 2003, at 7 PM, in the Council Chambers of the Germantown Municipal Center.  Because of the Thanksgiving holiday, this meeting will be held on a Monday rather than Thursday.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 PM.  

