COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS

October 24, 2002, 7 PM

Council Chambers, Germantown Municipal Center

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS REPRESENTED:  Allenby Lakes, Bavarian Village, Dogwood Forest, Fox Creek, Georgelawn, Grove Park, Kimbrough Green, Oakleigh I, Poplar Estates, Riverchase, The Oaks, Waverly Crossing.

GUESTS:  Kurt Graunke, Steve Crain, Sharon Goldsworthy, Rodney Bright, Gary Wheeler, and Marge Riepe.

CALL TO ORDER: Jill Arthur called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  New members and guests introduced themselves.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes were approved as written.

GUEST SPEAKERS:  Kurt Graunke, Grove Park Neighborhood Association, and Steve Crain, Poplar Estates Neighborhood Association, discussed methods associations can use to set up their own websites.  Kurt explained the Grove Park website which involves using www.neighborhoodlink.com.  There is no cost to the association and involves minimal time to set it up because there is already a template site in place with spaces to be filled in for more specific information.  To pull up the Grove Park site, go to www.neighborhoodlink.com/germantown/grovepark.  (See attached information provided by Kurt).  Steve explained that the Poplar Estates site is hosted through www.yahoo.com.  It would cost $11.95/month, and someone must have knowledge of how to design a website, but it is possible to make the site more personal.  To pull up the Poplar Estates site, go to www.poplarestates.org. 

OLD BUSINESS:
Mayor’s Report—Mayor Goldsworthy handed out the Germantown Hometown Holidays schedule which included activities from the November 29 Tree Lighting through the December 15 Holiday Parade.  She explained that this is the latest the parade can fall during the month, but that it is always on the calendar for the second Saturday in December.  She reminded people to shop Germantown first because $ .01 1/8 of the sales tax comes back to the City.  A candidates’ forum, sponsored by Leadership Germantown Alumni, will be October 29 at 7 PM, and will be televised on GHS-TV.  Early voting is again offered at St. George’s church for this election.

GUEST SPEAKERS:  Rodney Bright, Uniformed Patrol Commander, and Patrolman Gary Wheeler, both from the Germantown Police Department, discussed automated enforcement.  In June, a warning period started, and the City started issuing citations in September.  Two intersections are being monitored, with six cameras at each intersection.  Actual videos were shown and Gary explained how he reviews each event.  The turnaround time between the event being filmed and the citation being mailed is two weeks.  Since the inception of the program accidents have declined at both locations and approximately 1000 citations have been sent.

OLD BUSINESS:
Police Department report – Rodney Bright reported that things are going well in the City.  He reminded people to avoid being an easy target by locking their cars, closing garage doors, and keeping doors locked.  He indicated that the Police Department will send speakers to neighborhood association meetings to talk about automated enforcement.  

Walk on the Wild Side –Jill Arthur announced that a chairman is needed for this event next year.  The Walk will be April 5.  At present, two or three butterfly gardens are up and going.

NEW BUSINESS:

Vacancies –Jill Arthur announced that two new officer positions must be filled:  Vice-chairman-Program and Special Projects Coordinator.  She asked people to notify her if they were interested.

Association concerns –In response to an association’s request about “safe house programs,” a report titled “Safe House Programs and the Germantown Police Department,” submitted by Captain James Bruce, was distributed to those in attendance at the meeting.   

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be January 23, 2003, at 7 PM, in the Council Chambers of the Germantown Municipal Center.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:42 PM.  

