COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS

April 25, 2002, 7 PM

Council Chambers, Germantown Municipal Center

 NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS REPRESENTED:  Allenby Lakes, Allenby Westfair, Duntreath, Farmington East, Fox Creek, Gardens of Oakleigh, Georgelawn, Germantown Heights, Germantown Park, Grove Park, Kimbrough Green, Kirby Hills, Oakleigh I, Poplar Estates, Riverchase, The Oaks, and The Village of Wicklow.

GUESTS:  Sharon Goldsworthy, Patrick Lawton, Jerry Cook, Marge Riepe.

CALL TO ORDER: Jill Arthur called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  Members and guests introduced themselves.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes were approved as written.

GUEST SPEAKERS:  Patrick Lawton, City Administrator, presented the proposed budget for fiscal year 2003.  He prefaced his remarks by saying the City is trying to anticipate what will happen in Nashville as State legislators develop a budget.  The proposed budget is:

General Fund

$ 30,688,309

Capital improvements
$   8,011,000

Highlights of the budget are no new taxes for the ninth year in a row, a classification compensation plan, public safety, capital improvements, and infrastructure replacement.

Issues affecting the budget are the property tax rate, state tax reform, the occupancy tax, the local sales tax base, and possible restructuring of the City’s ambulance service.  Patrick also spoke about general fund revenues, budget expenditures, and enterprise funds.  He pointed out that the City has an AAA bond rating, something it has with Moody’s since 1986 and with Standard & Poor’s since 1994.

Jerry, Director of Development, passed out a detailed report covering the Capital Improvement budget, which included the 5-year plan.  There are twenty-six projects in the Capital Improvement budget.  The projects are in the areas of general government, road improvement, intersections, drainage, parks, utilities, and the Germantown Centre.

OLD BUSINESS:

Mayor’s Report  -- Sharon Goldsworthy indicated that there are three issues that are of major attention to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.  The first is the initiative by Memphis Mayor Herenton toward metro government.  Mayor Goldsworthy wants it to be clear that Germantown will remain autonomous.  Also, in order for a metro government to be formed, it must be approved by all parties—the suburbs, the City of Memphis, and Shelby County.  The Germantown Board of Mayor and Aldermen are opposed to it.

The second issue is that of school funding.  A presentation has been made to the Board of Mayor and Aldermen.  There are lots of questions that will promote much discussion.  The Board wants more information about long-term costs.  Also, the Board disagrees with implementing this plan rapidly, before there has been time to get all the questions answered.

The third issue is that Memphis wants to increase sewer rates to Germantown, Bartlett, Lakeland, and unincorporated areas.  A legally binding agreement exists with Memphis, and a letter has been sent to Mayor Herenton saying this.  As of this date, there has been no response.

Walk on the Wild Side –Jill Arthur reported that the Walk raised $2300 this year.  Added to the $1300 already in the fund, there is definitely enough money to plant another butterfly garden.  She thanked volunteers who helped and announced that a new chairman for this event is needed for next year.  Please talk this up at your neighborhood association meetings and let Jill know of anyone who might be willing to volunteer to take over this special project.

By-laws committee –Luci Cromer reported that the committee is hoping to have by-laws revisions ready to be voted on by the July meeting.

Police Department report – There was no report.

NEW BUSINESS:  

A.
Association concerns and updates – Jim Forman, Gardens of Oakleigh, asked about the possibility of working out an agreement with the railroad for a no-whistle-blowing policy at night for intersections with crossing arms.  He was referred to Jerry Cook to investigate this matter.

B.
Announcements 



1.
Luci Cromer announced that CONA is going to have its own site as part of the City’s website.  On that site will be pages covering the agenda, minutes of meetings, special events, and an updated list of neighborhood associations’ presidents with telephone numbers and email addresses.  The site should be up by the end of May.  Keep checking www.ci.germantown.tn.us to see when CONA is online.



2.
Luci Cromer handed out Wheel tax reimbursement forms.  This reimbursement is available to seniors age 65+ who are living on limited income.  More forms are available from Luci or the County Mayor’ Office on Aging.  Please announce this at your neighborhood association meeting.



3.
Billy Brown announced that there will be a community forum on the future of education in Shelby County.  This forum will be May 20, in the Council Chambers, from 7-8:30 PM.  Overflow seating with closed circuit TV coverage will be available.  Forum members will be David Pickler, Chairman of Shelby County Board of Education, Russell Gwatney, member of Mayor Herenton’s task force on education funding reform, Mayor Sharon Goldsworthy, and an attorney.

C.
The next meeting will be July 25, 2002, at 7 PM, in the Council Chambers of the Germantown Municipal Center.  Topics to be addressed will be The Neighborhood Planning Initiative and In-fill Development.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 PM.  

