COUNCIL OF NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATIONS

January 24, 2002, 7 PM

Council Chambers, Germantown Municipal Center

 PRESENT:  Billy Brown, Benton Hardin, Jim Spratley, Kenneth Wied, Jim Moore, Roland Falkenhain, Lawton Thornton, Jean Barton, Luci Cromer, Frank Ritchie, Tom McConnico, Carolee Carlin, Shirley Ramsay, Gloria, Hudson, Theresa Patton, Jeffrey Berman, Patti Slattery, Jim Blair, Jim Rakowski, Matt Giannini, Paul Wisnewski, Gene Forrester, Frank Barton, Tim Whelan, Andy Foster, Jill Arthur.

GUESTS:  Andy Pouncey, Richard Hall, Marge Riepe.

CALL TO ORDER: Jill Arthur called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS:  Members and guests introduced themselves.  Newly formed Duntreath Park and Fox Creek neighborhood associations were welcomed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  The minutes were approved as written.

GUEST SPEAKER:  Andy Pouncey, Assistant City Administrator presented “Landscape Recommendations for Community Renewal and Neighborhood Preservation”, the Mississippi State power point program.  The goals of this study were to focus on aesthetics, minimal maintenance, and promotion of safer neighborhoods through landscaping.

The landscape issues covered were drainage and erosion, hardscaping, plant material, maintenance, and security.  In discussing each issue, pictures of problems and solutions to those problems were shown and discussed.    In some instances, the City will offer help for specific problems.

Andy asked for suggestions from the CONA representatives about how to tailor this presentation to individual neighborhood associations.  This presentation and the results of this study are available to neighborhood associations as a program for a neighborhood association meeting.  Call Andy Pouncey to set a date for him to come speak to your group.                                                                                       

OLD BUSINESS:

Walk on the Wild Side –Jill Arthur reported that the next committee meeting would be January 29 at Noon.  The date for the Walk is April 6.  The route is the gas line west to make an entire 2-mile loop.  The cost will be $10 for an individual and $20 for a family.  There will be t-shirts available.  Jill is looking for corporate sponsorship and has applied to Lowe’s for a grant.  

By-laws committee –Luci Cromer reported that the committee will be meeting soon and is looking at other association’s by-laws.  If any neighborhood association has good by-laws and would like to share them with this committee, get copies to Luci by February 1.

Mayor’s report – Marge Riepe, Community Relations Officer (757-7297) reported:

1.
A push for a major clean up for the City and City grounds will be in April.

2.
In anticipation of the start of automated traffic enforcement, there will be an anti red light running campaign in April.

3.
In an upcoming Talk of the Town, there will be an article covering the vials for emergency information.  These vials are available from the Fire Department.

Police Department report – Richard Hall, the new Police Chief, introduced himself and passed out business cards.  He announced that Rodney Bright is in charge of automated enforcement.  A test cycle will start in May; July will be the actual start-up date.  The goal of this program is to reduce the number and severity of automobile crashes.  Germantown supports the proof of insurance laws.  The community-policing program will continue.

NEW BUSINESS:  

A.

Association concerns and updates – Representatives were asked to call Marge Riepe (757-7297) with the names of their association presidents for 2002.  It was also requested that information from CONA meetings be passed on to homeowners in individual associations.  It was also requested that people contact Jill Arthur (756-5762) or Billy Brown (755-4961) if they knew of other neighborhoods interested in forming associations or in joining CONA.



Several representatives expressed concern about the possibility of consolidation.  It was stated that citizens need information from the City’s point of view.  Marge Riepe reported that a consultant had been hired by the suburban mayors to determine how to fund a special school district.

B.

Patrick Lawton, City Administrator, will be presenting the 2003 budget at the April CONA meeting.  This will be a time for neighborhood associations to see how the budget impacts their individual neighborhoods as well as a time to see that their individual needs are met and questions answered.  Please encourage lots of people to attend this meeting, not just CONA reps.

C.

Announcements – As a response to several associations that have expressed a desire to learn about reputable craftsmen and handymen, Billy Brown spoke about the Poplar Estates Craftsman/Handyman Guide.  This booklet is put out by the neighborhood association and lists names and pertinent information about craftsmen and handymen who have been used by Poplar Estates residents.  If anyone is interested in starting such a booklet for his or her neighborhood association, contact Billy.

ADJOURNMENT:
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM.  The next meeting will be April 25, 2002 at 7 PM, in the Council Chambers at the Germantown Municipal Center.

