
DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION 

MUNICIPAL CENTER COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Tuesday, June 26, 2012 

6:00 p.m. 

 

The regular meeting of the Design Review Commission was scheduled and held in the Council Chambers 

of the Municipal Center on June 26, 2012.  Chairman Saunders called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. 

requesting the roll call.  Ms. Regina Gibson called the roll of the Board and established a quorum:                                                                   

 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT:    
Mr. Keith Saunders, Chairman; Mr. Ralph Smith, Vice Chairman; Mr. Neil Sherman, Secretary; Mr. 

Parker McCaleb; Alderman Greg Marcom; Mr. Eric Alter; Ms. Robbie Ann Pahlow; and Mr. John 

Walker 

   

DEVELOPMENT STAFF PRESENT:   

Mr. Andy Pouncey, Economic and Development Services Director; Mr. Wade Morgan, Chief Planner; 

Ms. Regina Gibson, Administrative Secretary and Mr. Robert McLean, Attorney 

 

 

1. Approval of Minutes for April 24, 2012 

 

Mr. Smith moved to approve the Design Review Commission minutes of April 24, 2012, seconded by 

Mr. McCaleb, with no further comments or discussions. 

 

Mr. Smith also said “The minutes were very well done”. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Alter - Abstain; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. 

Sherman – Yes; Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Mr. McCaleb – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated the Commission reviewed the items on tonight's agenda in the Executive 

Session meeting and the following items were added to the Consent Agenda:  

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

a. Kid’s Play – 9155 Poplar Ave., #27, - Shops of Forest Hill – Request Approval of an 

Additional Wall-Mounted Tenant Identification Sign. 

Camille Vancil and Chris Haskins, w/Frank Balton Sign Co. - Applicant 

 

b. Allstate Insurance, Mike Duel Agency – 7608 Poplar Pike - Request Approval of a Ground-

Mounted Tenant Identification Sign. 

 Russ Wherry w/Precision Sign Co. – Applicant 

 

c. Bank of Bartlett – 7708 Poplar Ave., Germantown Village Square – Request Approval of a 

Wall-Mounted Sign Package. 

 Bruce Littman, w/H.A. Balton Sign Co. – Applicant 

 

Comment:  The Chairman stated he would like to remind the Commissioners that voting on all matters on 

the Consent Agenda constitutes an acknowledgement that the member has read and reviewed the 

application materials/plans/staff reports and determines further discussion or presentation of an item is not 

necessary.  He stated if there was anyone in the audience that would like an item pulled, please request so 

at this time, and in seeing none, he asked for a motion.  

 

Mr. Sherman made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as discussed, seconded by Mr. McCaleb.  

 



ROLL CALL:   Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. McCaleb – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; 

Mr. Alter – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Chairman Saunders - Yes 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

STAFF'S COMMENTS / DISCUSSIONS REGARDING THE CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. Kid’s Play – 9155 Poplar Ave., #27, - Shops of Forest Hill – Request Approval of an 

Additional Wall-Mounted Tenant Identification Sign. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Kids Play is in a corner bay of the shopping center.  The applicant is requesting approval 

of an additional wall sign on the secondary wall of their bay.  The sign is to be located within the sign 

band on the brick archway over the sidewalk.  Section  

 

WALL SIGN: 

: Location & 

Height: 

The sign is proposed to be located on the building elevation.   

Content:  

Colors & 

Materials: 

Color:   vanilla bean letters 

Materials: aluminum letters 
 

Font:             font 

Sign Area:     sq. ft.    

Logo: see graphic above 

Logo Area:   sq. ft. 

Mounting 

Structure: 

stud-mounted to the brick wall ??????????? 

Lighting:  backlighted with white LED ???????????? 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The wall sign 

 

2. Prior to DRC approval 

 

SIGN SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The sign subcommittee did not meet in June. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for a wall-mounted tenant identification sign for                   

subject to staff comments.  
 

 

b. Allstate Insurance, Mike Duel Agency – 7608 Poplar Pike – Request Approval of a 

Ground-Mounted Tenant Identification Sign. 

 

BACKGROUND: Thorpe Construction was the former occupant of the building.  The sign for that 

business was approved by the DRC on July 29, 2009. 

 



DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting approval of s single ground-mounted sign for an insurance 

agency and a wall plaque beside the main entrance. 

 

GROUND SIGN: 

: Location & 

Height: 

the sign is proposed to be located in front of the building, 30 feet behind the curb. 

Perpendicular to the street.  The sign is to be 4 feet in height.  

Content: 

 
 

Colors & 

Materials: 

Color:   blue vinyl letters on a painted white background 

Materials: Vinyl letters on an aluminum base 
 

Font: Whitney font 

Sign Area: 10 sq. ft.   

Logo: 

Allstate hands -  

Logo Area: 0.75 sq. ft. 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Aluminum sign base 

Lighting:  Existing spot light 

  

WALL PLAQUE SIGN 

: Location & 

Height: 

the sign is to be located on the rear building wall, adjacent to the entrance. 

Content: 

 
 

Colors & Materials:  

Color:   White vinyl letters on a blue painted background 

Materials: Vinyl letters on an aluminum background 
 

Font: Whitney 

Sign Area: 2 sq. ft. 



Logo: 

 
Logo Area: information not provided 

Mounting 

Structure: 

Stud-mounted to brick wall 

Lighting: none 

Landscaping: NA 

 

 



 



 



 
 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The ground sign conforms to the technical requirements of the sign regulations. 

 

2. The wall plaque will be placed on the rear of building, near the customer/employee entrance, and will 

not be apparent from a residential area, as required by the OG sign regulations. 

 



SIGN SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The sign subcommittee did not meet in June. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 1:  To approve the request for a ground-mounted tenant identification sign for 

Mike Duel Allstate Insurance at 7608 Poplar Pike, subject to staff comments. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 2:  To approve the request for a wall-mounted tenant identification sign for Mike 

Duel Allstate Insurance at 7608 Poplar Pike, subject to staff comments. 

 

 

c. Bank of Bartlett – 7708 Poplar Ave., - Request Approval of a Wall-Mounted Sign 

Package. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Bank of Bartlett occupies the west portion of a free-standing building in the parking lot 

of Germantown Village Square.  McAllister’s deli occupies the east portion of the building.  The 

applicant is requesting approval to install a wall sign on the drive-through teller portico.  The drive-

through is on the north side of the building, so the sign will be visible from the center’s parking lot  

 

WALL SIGN: 

: Location & 

Height: 

the sign is to be located on the north building elevation, .   

Content: 

 

Colors & 

Materials: 

Color:   black  

Materials: aluminum letters 
 

Font: New Roman font 

Sign Area: 14.3 sq. ft.   

Logo: none 

Logo Area: 0 sq. ft. 

Mounting 

Structure: 

stud-mounted to the brick wall 

Lighting:  backlighted with white neon 

  

1. Section 14-34(b)(1) allows the DRC to approve “a wall sign on another wall of an occupant’s 

premises in lieu of or in combination with a sign on a wall containing a major exterior entrance”. 

 



 



 



 
SIGN SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The sign subcommittee did not meet in June. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for a wall-mounted tenant identification sign for Bank of 

Bartlett at 7708 Poplar Ave., subject to staff comments. 

 

 

3. Brighton Collectibles – 76915 Poplar Ave., Saddle Creek Shopping Center – Request Approval 

of Storefront Modifications. 

 

DISCUSSION:  The applicant is requesting approval to install an awning over the storefront and install 

new windows, doors and door hardware. 

 

STAFF COMMENTS: 

 

1. The pre-approved awning colors are black, beige, forest green or burgundy.  Any other color 

requires DRC approval. 

 

2. A photo of the proposed material is attached. 

 

3. Saddle Creek has approved the awning and storefront modifications. 

 



 
 



 



 
 

SIGN SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT:  The sign subcommittee did not meet in June. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION:  To approve the request for storefront modifications for the Brighton Collectibles 

store at 7509 Poplar Ave. in the Shops of Saddle Creek, subject to staff comments. 

 

Mr. Sherman moved to approve this motion with changes as discussed and seconded by Mr. Walker. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Mr. Sherman – Yes; Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. McCaleb – Yes; 

Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Mr. Alter – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 



 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

4. Germantown Fire Station No. 4 – 3031 Forest Hill-Irene Road – Request Approval of a 

Landscaping and Fencing Plan. 

 

BACKGROUND:  Fire station 4 was originally built by Shelby County sometime in the 1960’s and was 

acquired by the City of Germantown in 1991.  In March of 2000, the DRC approved a six-foot wood 

fence along the property lines.  On March 10, 2009, the Board of Zoning Appeals approved a variance to 

allow the building to be 9.6 feet from the north property line.  On May 5, 2009, the Planning Commission 

approved the preliminary and final site plan for the new building.  On May 26, 2009, the DRC approved 

the preliminary and final plans for the architectural plans, building material and site lighting. 

 

DISCUSSION:  Fire Station 4 has 3 apparatus bays, a training room, a police dispatch office plus living 

and sleeping quarters for the firefighters.  Another of its functions is a secondary storage site for the 

City’s computer files.  After the initial building construction was completed, an emergency power 

generator was installed along the north property line, between an existing storage garage and an office 

building on Forest Centre Drive in the Forest Hill-Irene Commercial Subdivision.  The attached landscape 

and fence plan is proposed to supplement the landscaping that was installed with the construction of the 

office buildings on Forest Centre Drive and Centre Oak Way.   

 

STAFF COMMENTS 

 

1. The proposed plan consists of a six-foot wood fence with brick columns along portions of the 

north and south property lines, and the full west property line. 

 

2. The north property line includes a five-foot utility easement that contains a substantial number of 

utility lines. 

 

Photos of the existing landscaping along the north property line, the emergency power generator and 

storage garage are attached. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Looking northwest to storage garage, power generator and office buildings along Forest Centre Drive. 

 

 
Looking west along north property line.  Office buildings along Forest Centre Drive are on the right. 

 



 
Looking northwest at the emergency generator and office building. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 1:  To approve the fence plan for Germantown Fire Station 4, at 3031 Forest Hill-

Irene Road. 

 

Mr. McCaleb made a motion to approve the fence as submitted and to make sure to locate the fence so 

that all utilities are taken in consideration and in doing so, make sure that the fence does not hinder 

access, and seconded by Mr. Sherman. 

 

Mr. Smith moved to amend the motion to say that  the fence be relocated towards the city’s property 

further and the elevation raised to create a higher point for the top of the fence but to still stay within the 

city ordinance of 6 feet, seconded by Mr. Walker. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Alter – Yes; Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. 

Sherman – No; Mr. McCaleb – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Chairman Saunders – No. 

 

PROPOSED MOTION 2:  To approve the perimeter landscape for Germantown Fire Station 4, at 3031 

Forest Hill-Irene Road. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Alderman Marcom – Yes; Mr. Alter – Yes; Ms. Pahlow – Yes; Mr. Smith – Yes; Mr. 

Sherman – Yes; Mr. McCaleb – Yes; Mr. Walker – Yes; Chairman Saunders – Yes. 

 

MOTION PASSED 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, comments, or questions by the Commission, the Chairman adjourned the 

meeting at 6:47 p.m. 


